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We are not going to get justice at the hands of the British Government, It kills
us with sweet words; we should not be deceived. They offer us sympathy, but
we ask for justice, not sympathy. The British are ever willing to advise others.
They are always ready to appease the Christian peoples. Take the case of Turkey.
The British do not hesitate to bully Turkey, and that not in order to secure
the interests of their own subjects. Again in this country, the doors are open
to the whites and Christians, even if they be foreign nationals. In their view,
the whites are descended from Heaven and we, they think, have come from
the other place. This Bill is most objectionable. If it is passed, I solemnly
declare that I will never get myself registered again and will be the first to go
to gaol. (Applause.) I recommend the same course to you all. Are you all pre-
pared to take the oath? (The Assembly stood up to a man and said, 'Yes, we
will go to gaol!') Only by so doing shall we succeed. We tried this method
in the days of the Boer Government also. Some 40 of our men were once
arrested for trading without licences. I advised them to go to gaol and not
to seek release on bail. Accordingly, they all remained there without offering
bail. I immediately approached the British Agent, who approved of our action
and ultimately secured justice for us. Now that a British Government is in
power, the time has come for us to go to gaol, and go we will.
As he repeated the last phrase thrice, the meeting greeted his resolve
with applause.
MR, HAJEE OJER ALLY
When Mr. Hajee Ojer Ally stood up to second the Fourth Resolu-
tion, the whole Theatre resounded with prolonged cheers which took
some time to subside. Then Mr. Ally made a thundering speech in Eng-
lish, which is summarised below :
The resolution I stand here to second is not an ordinary one, and it enjoins a
great responsibility on us. I am the father of eleven children, but I am pre-
pared to take up the responsibility. Like Mr. Hajee Habib, I, too, shall refuse
to register myself and prefer to go to gaol and deem it an honour. The
Government have betrayed us. In answer to our petition, they said that the
matter was under consideration and that they would give us a definite reply.
They said the same thing to the deputation. Despite this, two days later, they
brought the Bill before the Legislative Council, and within four days, had it
passed. ('Shame l}) The Bill originally envisaged registration of women also.
But, owing to the efforts of the Hamidiya Society, that provision was dropped.
Producing a Union Jack, he went on :
Since my childhood, I have been told that, under this Union Jack, I shall al-
ways find protection. That is exactly what we now ask for. On the occasion
of the Delhi Durbar, His Majesty King-Emperor Edward declared that he
- would give us our rights and preserve our status just as Her Majesty Queen
Victoria had done. Does not that promise extend to the Transvaal also? We,
the Indians resident here, demand that we be allowed to live in peace and
happiness. In fact, we should have more rights than the non-British whites.
They complain, because a few of us might have entered the Colony without
permits. I make bold to say that, if only the Government would send three cons-
tables with me, I shall forthwith have a thousand permitless whites arrested.
For the last 25 years, I have been in South Africa. In the Cape I exercised
the right to vote and other rights as well. Nowhere except here in the Trans-
vaal have I seen such oppression of our people. And the Transvaal is still a
Grown Colony. When it was under the Boers, the British whites came to roe'